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16  WOODLAND  ROAD  EAST, 

COLWYN  BAY. 

Tel.  3387.  12th  July>  1962‘ 

Members  of  Abergele  U.D.C.  Health  Committee  : 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  in 
Abergele  during  1961.  It  follows  the  requirements  made  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  (Circular  1/62  Wales). 

The  vital  statistics  do  not  call  for  report  here.  Such  variations 
as  occur  are  those  inevitable  in  a relatively  small  township.  The 
population  increases  by  just  over  one  hundred  each  year. 

The  year  has  not  been  marked  by  any  spectacular  changes. 
The  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  being  built  both  by 
private  enterprise  and  by  Council  effort  is  reassuring.  Slowly,  but 
certainly,  we  are  improving  housing  conditions.  The  clearing  of 
Peel  Street  will  be  achieved  in  1962  — and  the  fact  that  all  the 
owners  have  accepted,  without  appeal,  the  Clearance  Order  is  most 
satisfactory.  Other  areas  have  unostentatiously  been  cleared  or 
improved. 

The  benefit  of  the  large  sewerage  scheme  in  Towyn/Kinmel 
Bay  area  is  now  being  felt.  This  has  brought  into  prominence  the 
need  for  a further  scheme  to  drain  the  Towyn  to  Pensam  district. 
I hope  the  Council  will  give  consideration  to  this  proposition  soon. 

Camping  is  an  important  industry  in  Abergele.  I have  always 
felt  that  there  was  a need  for  camping — but  not  the  kind  of  camping 
we  had  ten  years  ago.  The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop- 
ment Act,  1960,  has  now  been  on  the  statute  book  for  two  years. 
The  Council  has  made  known  what  it  will  ultimately  require,  but 
progress  in  some  sites  is  slow  and  attempts  at  obstruction  have  been 
tolerated.  Over  the  whole  area,  however,  there  is  a very  marked 
improvements  and  the  efforts  of  many  site  owners  merit  the  highest 
commendation. 
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Refuse  disposal  becomes,  each  year,  more  of  a problem.  Every 
householder  demands  that  house  refuse  be  removed  at  least  weekly 
and  be  deposited  far  from  his  house — cheaply.  Perhaps  we  should 
solve  the  problem  by  depositing  each  householder’s  refuse  near 
somebody  else’s  house — that  would  be  fair  but  not  funny  ! 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Report,  although  there  are  many  pro- 
blems facing  the  Committee,  much  has  been  achieved.  It  is  not  the 
purpose,  or  the  nature,  of  your  Officials  to  sit  back  complacently  but 
to  act  as  stimuli.  In  this  task,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  in  you  an 
ally.  This  I appreciate  and  for  it  I tender  my  thanks. 

Included  in  my  Report  is  the  Report  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Frank 
Evans,  whose  continued  help  and  enthusiasm  I would  commend. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Wm.  McKENDRICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres)  of  Urban  District 7965 

Population— Census  (1951)  •••.••••••  

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  (mid  1961)  ...  7920 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 2970 

Rateable  Value £127,146 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

Houses  built  by  Council  during  1961 81 

Houses  built  by  Private  Enerprise  in  1961 164 

LIVE  BIRTHS  : 

Male  Female  Total 

Total 59  45  104 

Legitimate 56  40  96 

Illegitimate 3 5 8 

STILL-BIRTHS  : 

Legitimate 2 2 4 

Illegitimate — 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  : 

Legitimate  8 

Total  3 — 3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  : 

Total 3 — 3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age  : 

Total 3 — 3 

DEATHS 60  54  114 

RATES : 

Birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  — 

(a)  Crude 13.3 

(b)  Corrected  14.6 

Comparability  factor  for  births 1.10 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (per  cent  of  live  births)  8 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 37 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  births)  — 

Total  28.8 

Legitimate 31.2 

Illegitimate No  deaths 
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Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  births)  28.8 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  births)  28.8 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births)  64.8 

Maternal  Mortality No  maternal  deaths 

Death  Rate — 

(a)  Crude 14.4 

(b)  Corrected  11-6 

Comparability  Factor 0.81 


The  following  table  shows  the  vital  statistics  for  the  past  eight 
years  : 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Population  . . . 

7160 

7190 

7230 

7270 

7350 

7490 

7630 

7920 

Births 

104 

102 

83 

89 

84 

107 

118 

104 

Birth  Rate  ... 

15.5 

15.6 

12.6 

13.3 

12.5 

14.2 

15.4 

13.3 

Still-births  ... 

0 

1 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

4 

Still-birth  rate 

01 

*0.14 

0.32 

0.27 

0.4 

0.25 

0.12 

**37 

Infant  Deaths 

2 

4 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Infant 

Mortality  rate 

20.6 

39 

48 

22.4 

11.9 

18.7 

8.4 

28.8 

Deaths  

104 

105 

137 

128 

104 

144 

116 

114 

Death  rate  . . . 

10.8 

10.9 

15.2 

14.2 

11.4 

15.5 

16.9 

14.4 

* Calculated  as  still-births  per  1,000  population. 
**  Calculated  as  still-births  per  1,000  births. 


These  figures  show  a steady  increase  in  population.  An  increase 
of  290  in  the  year  is  substantial — especially  when  it  is  noted  that 
deaths  (114)  exceeded  births  (104)  by  10. 

The  ages  at  which  deaths  occurred  were  : 


Years 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0—  1 

3 

0 

3 

1—4 

0 

0 

0 

5—9 

0 

0 

0 

10—14 

...  ...  0 

0 

0 

15—24 

1 

1 

2 

25—34  

0 

0 

0 

35 — 44  

1 

0 

1 

45—54  

4 

1 

5 

55—64  

10 

5 

15 

Over  65  ... 

37 

46 

83 

56 

53 

109 
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These  fiugres  differ  from  those  of  the  Registrar  General.  They 
were  compiled  locally  and  the  difference  is  probably  due  to  differ- 
ences in  allocation  of  transfer  cases.  They  show  that  76%  of 
deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age  and  only  5 /0  in 
persons  under  45.  Of  the  3 infant  deaths,  all  had  congenita 
defects. 


The  causes  of  all  deaths  were  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

0 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

0 

1 

Cancer — 

(a)  Stomach  

1 

0 

1 

(b)  Lungs 

5 

0 

5 

(c)  Breast 

0 

2 

2 

(d)  Other  organs  

9 

6 

15 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .. 

7 

16 

23 

Diabetes 

1 

0 

1 

Coronary  disease 

13 

7 

20 

Hypertension,  etc 

0 

2 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

2 

10 

12 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  

0 

1 

1 

Bronchitis  

4 

0 

4 

Other  respiratory  disease  

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis 

1 

0 

1 

Prostate  disease  

2 

0 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

0 

2 

Other  ill-defined  causes,  etc 

4 

7 

11 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

0 

2 

Totals 

. . 60 

54 

114 

These'  do  not  show  any  significant  change  from  previous  years. 
Coronary  disease  and  cancer  of  the  lung— two  diseases  associated 

with  smoking remain,  and  will  remain,  important  causes  of  death. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  I have  no  record  of  the  incidence  of  disease 
in  the  area  so  I cannot  record  the  increase  or  decrease  of  incapacity 
or  the  progress  of  the  fight  against  suffering.  From  the  list  of 
persons  who  need,  or  think  they  need,  ambulance  transport  to  and 
from  hospital,  there  must  be  a very  great  increase  in  suffering — 
2,892  trips  to  and  from  hospital  in  1961  is  far  in  excess  of  any 
previous  total. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

A.  Laboratory  Provision 


1.  BACTERIAL. 

Examination  of  articles  likely  to  cause  spread  of  infection  is 
made  by  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith  and  his  staff  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Conway.  The  service  provided  by  this  Laboratory  is 
most  important  and  efficient.  It  is  one  of  a chain  of  centre's  estab- 
lished by  the  Ministry  of  Health  throughout  the  countrv — not 
merely  for  the  examination  of  specimens  but  also  for  the  pooling 
and  the  dissemination  of  knowledge'. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  had  24  samples  of  water  and  38 
samples  of  ice  cream  tested  in  1961.  I sent  many  throat  swabs, 
faeces,  etc.,  but  as  these’  were  posted  from  my  office,  they  were  not 
specifically  recorded  as  coming  from  Abergele,  Aled  or  Colwyn 
Bay.  From  the  three  areas  a total  of  991  reports  was  received. 

2.  PROPHYLACTIC  AND  THERAPEUTIC  AGENTS  : 

Smallpox  vaccine,  lymph  and  gamma  globulin  are  stocked  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway. 

Typhus  vaccine,  rabies  vaccine  and  anthrax  vaccine’,  for  pro- 
phylactic use  only,  are  held  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  126 

Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool  (Tel.  Royal  3636).  Anthrax  vaccine  for 
therapeutic  use  is  held  at  Fazakerley  Hospital,  Liverpool  (Tel. 
Aintree  2324).  (24-hour  service.) 

Snake  anti-venom  and  Boltulinus  anti-serum  are  held  at  the 
C.  & A.  Hospital,  Bangor  (Tel.  Bangor  3321).  (24-hour  service.) 

Anti-yellow  fever  vaccine  is  obtainable  at  the  Regional  Biood 
Transfusion  Centre,  Hatton  Gardens,  Liverpool  (Tel.  Central 
8433),  and  inoculations  are  given  by  appointment  only. 

Anti-cholera,  anti-tetanus,  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
vaccines  must  be  obtained  through  the  usual  trade  channels. 

Anti-vaccine  for  tropical  snakes  is  held  only  at  the  Dispensary, 
Royal  South  Hants,  and  Southampton  Hospital,  Southampton 
(Tel.  Southampton  26211).  (24-hour  service.) 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  issue  of  Gamma  globulin  has  in- 
creased considerably.  Women  who  in  the  first  three  months  of 
pregnancy,  who  develop  German  Measles,  tend  to  have  gravely 
deformed  babies.  Should  any  woman  in  the  early  months  of  preg- 
nancy be  exposed  to  German  Measles,  she  should  report  this  to  her 
doctor  who  may  feel  it  wise  to  inject  Gamma  Globulin  as  a preven- 
tative. 
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3.  PATHOLOGICAL  AND  BIOCHEMICAL  : 

Doctors  may  send  material  for  investigation  by  the  Pathologists 
and  Biochemists  at  the  Royal  Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl. 

4.  WATER  : 

(a)  Bacterial  : 

Water  is  tested  to  find  if  bacteria  injurious  to  health  are  enter- 
ing the  water either  at  the  source  or  through  faults  in  the'  mains. 

24  samples  were  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  during  1961. 
They  showed  that  Abergele  wateT  was  at  all  times  pure. 

(b)  Chemical  : 

This  test  is  made  to  find  if  there  are  chemical  contaminants  in 

the  water e.g.,  lead,  chlorides  from  excreta,  etc.  These  tests 

essentially  deal  with  the  state  of  the  gathering  ground.  Lead  may 
be  dissolved  from  certain  types  of  lead  pipe.  Later  in  this  Report 
will  be  found  a copy  of  an  Analysis.  It  shows  that  we  may  have 
confidence  in  our  water  supply. 

(c)  Chlorine  Test  : 

All  water  coming  into  the  area  is  treated  with  Chlorine.  This  is 
added  near  the  gathering  ground — according  to  need.  If  the  cal- 
culated amount  added  is  correct,  there  will  be  no  chlorine  in  the 
water  when  it  reaches  the  house-taps. 

When  a main  is  found  to  be  defective  and  work  has  to  be  done 
on  it,  the  last  act  of  the  Waterman  should  be  to  disinfect  the  pipe 
by  running  a strong  chlorine  solution  through. 

Tests  for  residual  chlorine  are  made  on  tap  water  by  the 
Surveyor  and  his  Staff. 

5.  MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS  : 

(a)  Milk  : , 

This  is  tested  for  bacterial  contamination,  at  processing  dairies 
and  at  farms,  by  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector. 

I am  more  concerned  as  to  its  quality  when  it  is  delivered  to 
the  Consumer,  and  I disapprove  of  the  idea  that  it  only  be  sampled 
at  Farm  or  Dairy. 

Other  foods  are  tested  for  bacterial  contamination  when  re- 
quired at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway. 

(b)  Adulteration  : 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  sampling  food  and 
drugs.  Mr.  Evans,  Chief  Inspector  to  Denbigh  C.C.,  has  provided 
the  following  statement  : 
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“ Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
in  Abe’rgele  Urban  District  during  the  year  ended  81st  December, 
1961  : 


Article 

No.  taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine,  or 
Sub-Standard 

Milk 

24 

24 



Butter 

1 

1 

— 

Sausages  

1 

1 

— 

Tinned  Carrots  

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

2 

2 

— 

Brandy 

1 

1 

— 

Tarataric  Acid 

1 

1 

— 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre 

1 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

32 

32 



All  the  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring 
matter.  ’ ’ 


17  Vicarage  Hill, 
Wrexham. 


(Signed)  THOS.  H.  EVANS, 

Chief  Inspector,  County  of  Denbigh. 


12th  April,  1962. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  : 

There  is  an  ambulance  provided  by  Denbigh  County  Council, 
stationed  at  Abergele,  and  manned  by  a full-time  driver  by  day  and 
by  the  members  of  the  Abergele  Voluntary  Ambulance  Corps  from 
7 p.m.  until  7 a.m.  every  week-day  ; from  noon  Saturday  until  S 
a.m.  on  Monday  each  we'ek,  and  on  Bank  Holidays. 

1961  was  the  busiest  year  since  the  service  was  inaugurated  in 
1948.  The  Voluntary  Corps  had  193  calls  (173  stretcher  cases  and 
61  sitting  cases)  ; ran  4,400  miles,  and  spent  558|  hours  on  actual 
service — besides  providing  stand-by  attendance  for  about  100  hours 
evety  week.  This  is  a voluntary  service  and  no  payment  is  made 
to  the  members. 

The  full-time  driver  had  838  calls,  attended  on  2,658  patients, 
and  ran  24,664  miles.  In  some  of  this  work  he  was  assisted  by 
members  of  the  Voluntary  Corps. 

The  service  is  administered  from  my  office  at  Colwyn  Bay 
(Tel.  3388).  The  telephone  there  is  manned  for  24  hours  each  day. 
The  radio  telephone  fitted  to  the  ambulance  is  in  constant  contact 
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with  my  office.  I have  at  my  disposal  7 other  ambulances  so  that, 
with  careful  administration,  adequate  cover  is  provided. 

Transport  is  only  provided  on  the  certificate  of  a doctor  that  it 
is  needed  for  medical  reasons. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

There  are  two  nurses  resident  in  the  area.  They  attend  on 
sick  persons  on  the  request  of  the  family  doctor. 

Home  Helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  to  help  in 
housework  when  there  is  a temporary  indisposition  of  the  housewife. 

CLINICS  : 

Clinics  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  They  are  held 
as  follows  : 

1.  Child  Welfare  : 

Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele  : THURSDAY,  at  2 p.m.  each 
week. 

Beulah  Schoolroom,  Llanddulas  : FIRST  MONDAY  each 
month,  at  2 p.m. 

Merchandise  Hall,  Kinmel  Bay  : FIRST  WEDNESDAT  in 
each  month,  at  2 p.m. 

2.  Orthopaedic  : 

Colwyn  Bay  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road  : Alternate 
THURSDAYS,  at  11  a.m. 

3.  Opthalmic  : 

As  required.  Appointments  are  made  for  an  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon  to  attend  at  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn 
Bay. 

4.  Dental  : 

By  appointment  at  Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele. 

5.  Tuberculosis  : 

Rhyl  (ordinary  clinic)  : Fridays,  9 a.m.  until  noon — 
Royal  Alexandra  Hospital. 

Rhyl  (refill  clinic)  : Fridays,  2 p.m.,  at  the  Royal  Alex- 
andra Hospital. 

Colwyn  Bay,  at  the  West  Denbighshire  Hospital,  Hesketh 
Road — 1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  at  2 p.m. 
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DAY  NURSERIES  : 

There  are  no  day  nurseries  in  the  area. 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  securing  admission  to  hospital  for 
isolation  of  persons  who  suffer  from  Tuberculosis  and  are  infectious. 
Indeed,  victims  are  being  found  so  early  that  few  are  infectious. 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Age  Periods  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

MFMF  MFMF 


0—1  

1—4  

5—9  

..  — 

— — — 

— 

— — — 

10—14  

15—19  

20—24  

..  — 

1 — — 

— 

— — — 

25—34  

..  2 

1 — — 

— 

— — — 

35—44  

..  1 

— — 1 

— 

— — — 

45 — 54  

..  2 

— — 1 

— 

— — — 

55 — 64  

..  2 

— — — 

2 

— — — 

65  and  over 

..  — 

— — — 

— 

— — — 

Total  ... 

..  7 

2—2 

2 

— — — 

This  table 

shows 

that  2 males  died 

from 

tuberculosis.  The 

Registrar  General’s  return  shows  one.  This  is  possibly  due  to  differ- 
ence in  classification  locally  and  centrally. 

The  Tuberculosis  Register  shows  as  follows  : 


No.  on  Register  1/1/61 

No.  on  Register  31/12/61 

Pulmonary — 

Pulmonary — 

Male 

36 

Male 

30 

Female  

18 

Female 

18 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Male 

5 

Male  

4 

Female 

1 

Female 

3 

Total  

60 

Total  

55 

There  are  7 fewer  on  the  Register  in  1901  than  in  I960. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  : 
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The'  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease 
notifiable  to  me  during  1961  : 


Cases  Notified 

At  all  ages. 

Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

u 

<V 

T) 

C 

3 

TJ 

cd 

o 

rH 

25  and  under  45. 

45  and  under  65. 

65  and  over. 

Pulmonary  T.B 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

14 

3 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

141 

4 

59 

78 

— 

— 

Total  

169 

1 7 

67 

84 

1 

3 

6 

1 

IMMUNISATION  : 

(a)  Smallpox  : 

109  children  received  primary  vaccination  against  smallpox  in 
1961  and  7 persons  were  re- vaccinated.  This  was  prior  to  the  out- 
break of  smallpox  in  other  parts  of  the  country  which,  in  early 
1962,  led  to  many  adults  being  vaccinated.  As  there  were  104 
babies  born  in  the  area,  the  figure  of  109  for  vaccinations  is  most 
satisfactory.  It  shows  that  the  public  now  appreciate  the  value 
of  this  protection. 

(b)  Triple  : 

119  children  received  primary  immunisation  against  Diph- 
theria, Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus,  and  282  had  booster  doses. 

(c)  Poliomyelitis  : 

468  persons  received  two  or  more  injections  against  polio- 
myelitis. As  the  change-over  from  injection  to  oral  treatment 
occurred  early  in  1962  there  was  a period  late  in  1961  when  pro- 
tection against  this  disease  could  not  be  pressed. 


The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Abergele  in  October,  1961,  and  I give  below  the  report  of  their  findings  : 

ANALYSIS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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WATER  : 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  Round,  A.M.I.C.E.,  A.M.I.W.E., 
Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.  Water  Undertaking,  for 
the  following  statement  : 

“ The  Rhyl  Water  Undertaking’s  direct  source  of  supply  is  a 
gathering  ground  in  the  Parish  of  Llannefydd.  This  gathering 
ground  has  an  area  of  900  acres  and  an  average  rainfall  of  30.27 
inches.  The  water  is  stored  in  two  impounding  reservoirs — Plas 
Uchaf  (storage  capacity  50  million  gallons)  and  Dolwen  (48  million 
gallons).  This  source  is  supplemented,  except  during  very  wet 
periods,  by  pumping  water  from  the  River  Aled  into  Plas  Uchaf 
Reservoir.  In  dry  weather,  an  adequate  flow  in  the  River  Aled  is 
maintained  by  releasing  water  from  two  other  impounding  reservoirs 
Llys  Aled  (375  million  gallons)  and  Aled  Isaf  (270  million  gal- 
lons) situated  on  the  Denbigh  Moors,  near  Llansannan. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  at  a dosage  of  about  1 part  per  million 
as  it  leaves  Plas  Uchaf  Reservoir  and  is  treated  at  Glascoed  Filter 
Station  by  pressure  filters  of  the  air  scour  type  using  sulphate  of 
alumina  as  a coagulant  and  sodium  carbonate  for  pH  correction. 
0.5  parts  per  million  of  chlorine  are  added  after  filtration  for  final 
sterilization  of  the  water. 

The  annual  rainfall  for  1961  on  the  Llannefydd  gathering 
ground  was  32.31  inches  compared  with  the  annual  average  rainfall 
of  30.27  inches. 


Consumption  of  water  in  Abergele  “ estimated  ” during  1961 


Total  monthly- 
consumption 

Average  daily  consumption 
during  month 

January  ... 

11,178,000 

360,581  gallons 

Februarv  . . 

10,131,600 

361,842  gallons 

March 

11,520,800 

371,632  gallons 

April  

11,727,800 

390,921  gallons 

May  

13,171,000 

424,871  gallons 

June  

14,440,600 

481,353  gallons 

July  

15,901,600 

513,100  gallons 

August  ... 

16,725,200 

539,522  gallons 

September 

13,179,200 

439,306  gallons 

October  . . . 

11,461,200 

369,611  gallons 

November 

10,728,600 

357,620  gallons 

December 

11,620,600 

374,890  gallons 
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Bacteriological  Tests  of  Treated  Water 

Number  of  samples  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway  91 

Number  returned  as  Class  1 (Satisfactory)  91 

Chemical  Analysis 

The  following  chemical  analysis  was  made  by  the  Counties 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  London  : 

Chemical  results  in  parts  per  million 

Appearance  : Very  faint  opalescence  with  a very  slight  deposit. 

Turbidity Less  than  3 

Odour Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide Trace 

Colour 10 

pH  7.5 

Electric  Conductivity 220 

Total  Solids 150 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 20 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 2.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  0.000 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 0.091 

Iron 0.12 

Zinc,  Copper,  Lead  and  Manganese Absent 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 16 

Hardness Total  : 80  ; Carbonate  : 20  ; Non-carbonate  : 60 

Nitrite  Nitrogen Absent 

Oxygen  Absorbed 1.4 

Residual  Chlorine Absent 


This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  just 
on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a 
minute  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  fairly  soft  in  character  and  it 
contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents.  It  shows  only  a trace  of 
colour  and  is  of  satisfactory  organic  quality.  From  the  aspect  of 
the  chemical  analysis  these  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and 
wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domsetic  purposes. 


NEW  WORKS  : 

New  works  carried  out  during  the  year  included  the  installation 
of  a new  electric  pump  at  the  Aled  Pumping  Station.  This,  in 
conjunction  with  the  new  pumping  main  laid  in  1960,  has  increased 
the  output  of  a station  from  1.75  to  3.8  million  gallons  per  day. 
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A new  lo-ins.  main  to  Rhyl,  commenced  in  1901  and  due  to  be 
completed  in  the  summer  of  1962,  will  enable  the  existing  12-ins. 
main  to  be  used  to  meet  housing  and  other  development  in  the 
Kinmel  Bay,  Towyn  and  Pensarn  districts.  A new  10-ins.  main  is  to 
be  laid  during  1962  from  St.  Asaph  Avenue  to  Towyn  to  improve 
supplies  generally  in  the  coastal  area  and  bring  a proper  mains 
supply  with  fire  hydrants  to  certain  areas  formerly  supplied  by  the 
North  Wales  Water  Company. 

Further  works  are  in  the  design  stage,  to  improve  supplies  to 
the  higher  levels  of  Abergele.” 

(Signed)  J.  ROUND, 

Engineer  and  Manager. 

I have  also  to  thank  Mr.  G.  V.  Gethin,  A.M.I.Mun.E., 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Abergele  Council,  for  the  following 
report  on  the  Llanddulas  water  supply  : 

In  the  early  summer  the  temporary  main  laid  the  previous 
year  from  Sea  Road  to  Beulah  Avenue  was  put  underground  and 
tested.  Due  to  the  wet  summer  the  level  of  Glyn  Lws  was  main- 
tained and  it  was  not  necessary  to  draw  water  from  Rhyl  U.D.C. 
through  the  new  emergency  main  or  from  our  neighbours.  Certain 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  the  level  in  the  service 
reservoir  due  to  periods  of  heavy  draw,  but  otherwise  the  under- 
taking functioned  in  a reasonable  manner.  The  usual  complaints 
as  to  dirty  water,  taste,  etc.,  were  received,  but  until  new  mains 
are  laid,  particularly  in  Minffordd  Road  and  Station  Road,  these 
complaints  are  likely  to  remain.” 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 


TABLE  I 


General  Statistics 


No.  of  complaints  received  and  attended  to 

No.  of  inspections  for  detection  of  nuisances  

No.  of  re-visits  in  connection  with  nuisances 

No.  of  nuisances  abated 

No.  of  nuisances  not  abated,  but  work  in  hand  

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances 
No.  of  Formal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances 

No.  of  Visits  re  Caravan  Sites 

No.  of  inquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases 

No.  of  Visits  to  Slaughterhouse  

No.  of  Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold  ... 

No.  of  Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Shops 

No.  of  Samples  taken  of  Ice  Cream 

No.  of  Visits  re  Water  Supply 

No.  of  Water  Samples  taken 

No.  of  Visits  re  Rodent  Control 

No.  of  Inspection  of  Factories 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  Visits 

No.  of  Interviews 

No.  of  Visits  re  Refuse  and  Salvage 

No.  of  Visits  re  Shops  Act 


27 

231 

80 

13 

10 

15 
Nil 
224 

16 
379 

25 

51 

38 

37 

25 

12 

9 

108 

330 

155 

12 


TABLE  II 
Sanitary  Defects 

No.  of  defective  or  choked  drains 

No.  of  defective  W.C.  Accommodation  and  Sanitary  Fittings 

No.  of  defects  in  water  supply  fittings 

No  of  defective  roofs  or  chimney  stacks 

. O 

No.  of  defective  rainwater  fittings 

No.  of  damp  conditions  of  houses 

No.  of  miscellaneous  nuisances 
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TABLE  III 

Housing  Statistics 

1 . Inspection  of  dwellings  during  year  : 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  97 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 74 

(c)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  that 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  20 

2.  Remendy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  Informal  Action 12 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Formal  Notices 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  served Nil 

4.  Demolition  as  a result  of  Informal  Action  : 

Number  of  individually  unfit  houses  demolished  by  the 

Owners 15 

5.  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  as  a result  of  Formal 

Action 18 

6.  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  formal  action  ...  1 

7.  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  Informal  Action  Nil 

8.  Number  of  houses  made  fit  as  a result  of  Formal  Action 

Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  Nil 

9.  Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  under  the  Rent 

Act,  1957  (Form  J)  Nil 

10.  Number  of  improvements  grants  made  under  the  House' 
Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  : 

(a)  Discretionary 11 

(b)  Standard  6 
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HOUSING 


The  year  1961  was  one  of  considerable  progress  with  regard  to 
slum  clearance,  five  different  areas  being  dealt  with  by  formal  or 
informal  procedure. 

In  High  Street,  Abergele,  the  first  of  the  Clearance  Orders  to 
be  made  dealing  with  the  Council’s  programme  under  the  1954 
Housing  Act  was  confirmed  without  modification  by  the  Minister. 
This  Order  was  in  respect  of  a block  of  six  houses,  and  with  Demoli- 
tion Orders  in  respect  of  two  adjoining  houses,  this  resulted  in  the 
demolition  of  eight  unfit  houses. 

In  Towyn,  a block  of  five  cottages,  Tyddyn  Isa  Cottages,  were 
demolished  by  the  owner  as  a result  of  informal  negotiations.  The 
Council  had ‘previously  re-housed  occupants  as  opportunity  had 
arisen,  the  vacated  houses  being  kept  closed  by  the  owner  and 
finally  demolished  by  him  when  the  last  of  the  occupants  was  re- 
housed . 


The  ten  houses  which  remained  in  Jenkin  Street  were  demol- 
ished by  the  owner,  thus  completing  the  clearance  of  fifteen  unfit 
houses  as  agreed  by  informal  negotiation. 

One  block  of  five  houses  in  Market  Place  included  in  an  area, 
the  Clearance  Order  for  which  was  confirmed  in  1936,  was  de- 
molished. We  are  still  pressing  for  the  clearance  of  the  second 
block  of  five  houses  included  in  this  Order. 


The  major  scheme  was,  of  course,  the  Peel  Street  area,  compris- 
ing fifty-nine  cottages  and  one  lock-up  shop.  A Clearance  Area 
was  declared  in  November,  1961.  No  less  than  seventeen  different 
owners  were  involved  with  this  area  and  the  Council  decided  that 
satisfactory  re-development  of  the  area  could  take  place  om\  if  a 
the  cleared  land  was  in  one  ownership.  It  was  therefore  resolved  to 
acquire  the  properties,  by  agreement  if  possible,  and  failing  agree 
ment,  by  compulsory  purchase. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that 
except  for  one  single  house,  agreement  to  purchase  has  been 
reached,  although  the  purchase  price  has  proved  to  be  surprisingly 


high. 

Agreement  has  also  been  reached  to  purchase  adjoining  land  in 
order  that  the  best  possible  new  development  can  take  place  on  this 
valuable  site  which  is  so  centrally  situated. 


The  majority  of  the  residents  have  been  re-housed  on  the  new 
part  of  the  Maes  Canol  Estate  and  they  have  expressed  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  with  their  new  homes. 


Preliminary  discussions  have  already  taken  place  with  the  County 
Planning  Officer  regarding  future  re-development,  but  this  is  a 
matter  which  will  require  very  careful  consideration  by  the  Council. 
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The  rapid  and  smooth  progress  so  far  achieved  with  this  scheme 
is  the  result  of  close  and  willing  co-operation  and  a great  deal  of 
work  on  the  part  of  the  Council’s  Officers  and  Staff  and  other 
interested  parties. 

The  Council  continues  to  make  Improvement  Grants  when 
applications  for  the  same  are  found,  after  investigation,  to  be  justi- 
fied, and  in  all  seventeen  grants  were  made. 

There  are  two  types  of  grant — the  Standard  Grant  and  the  Dis- 
cretionary Grant.  Providing  the  conditions  are  fulfilled  an  appli- 
cation for  a Standard  Grant  cannot  be  refused.  Such  grants  provide 
for  five  specific  amenities  and  maximum  sums  of  money  for  each 
amenity  are  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act.  Six  such  grants  were 
made  during  the  year.  In  three  cases,  all  five  amenities  were  pro- 
vided and  in  the  remaining  three  cases,  those  amenities  only  which 
the  houses  lacked  were  provided.  The  five  amenities  are  : a bath, 
a hot  water  supply  taken  to  the  bath,  the  wash-hand  basin  and  the 
sink,  a wash-hand  basin,  an  indoor  W.C.,  and  a food  store. 

In  eleven  cases  Discretionary  Grants  were  made  in  the  total  sum 
of  £2,211. 

The  modernisation  of  houses  with  the  aid  of  improvement 
grants  is  one  sphere  of  housing  activities  which  affords  satisfaction. 

Grants  have  also  been  made  under  Section  47  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  towards  the  cost  of  the  conversion  of  pail  closets 
to  water  closets  at  a terrace  of  ten  houses  in  the  Llanddulas  area. 

Ordinary  repair  work  is  often  difficult  to  achieve,  as  in  manv 
cases  rents  are  controlled  and  no  increase  is  permissible  on  account 
of  the  cost  of  repairs. 

The  older,  larger  type  of  house  which  has  become  unsuitable 
for  occupation  by  one  family  and  is  occupied  by  several  families  still 
presents  difficult  problems.  In  the  majority  of  cases  domestic 
amenities  are  shared  and  there  is  an  insufficiency  of  bathroom 
accommodation.  There  is  a limit  to  the  amount  of  work  which 
can  be  required  from  the  owner,  as  well  as  limitations  imposed  by 
the  construction  of  the  house.  It  would  be  difficult  to  prove  unfit- 
ness, but  unsuitability  for  occupation  by  families  with  young  child- 
ren is  obvious.  Many  such  cases  come  before  the  Council’s  Housing 
Selection  Committees  and  their  need  for  a Council  house  is  difficult 
to  refute.  It  is  no  less  difficult  to  prevent  the  reoccupation  of  their 
unsuitable  accommodation  by  another  family  and  so  the  problem  is 
never  solved. 

In  total,  however,  the  year’s  record  as  to  housing  progress  is  a 
good  one  and  affords  some  degree  of  satisfaction  in  return  for  the 
efforts  and  time  devoted  to  it. 
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CARAVAN  SITES 


The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  which  came 
into  operation  on  the  29th  August,  1960,  together  with  the  Minister’s 
Model  Standards,  provide  local  authorities  with  the  legal  provisions 
designed  to  obtain  satisfactory  conditions  on  caravan  sites.  This 
Act  replaces  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  far  as 
caravans  are  concerned  and  also  amends  Planning  legislation.  A 
close  examination  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  shows  that  in  a num- 
ber of  ways  the  provisions  of  the  two  previous  Acts  are  far  from 
“ neatly  tied  up  ” by  the  Act  of  1960.  What  was  a “ moveable 
dwelling  ” under  Section  269  of  the  1936  Act  may  not  be  a caravan 
as  defined  in  the  1960  Act.  An  “ existing  site  ” as  defined  in  the 
I960  Act  does  not  have  the  same  meaning  as  “ existing  use  right  ” 
in  the  Planning  Act. 

The  Act  requires  the  close  co-operation  of  Local  Planning 
Authorities  and  District  Councils  if  effective  control  is  to  be  estab- 
lished. On  many  occasions  there  have  been  discussions  with  the 
legal  and  planning  departments  of  the  County  Council,  and  while 
the  solutions  to  some  specific  cases  have  not  yet  been  finalised  the 
problems  are  well  in  hand.  Of  necessity  there  have  been  many 
consultations  with  the  Council’s  Solicitor,  Mr.  E.  Talog  Davies, 
whose  very  full  consideration  and  careful  guidance  have  been 
invaluable. 

A new  caravan  site  cannot  be  licensed  by  the  Council  until 
planning  permission  has  been  obtained.  The  County  Council  on 
the  19th  October,  1961,  took  proceedings  in  the  local  court  in  a case 
where  land  had  been  used  for  caravans  without  the  issue  of  a site 
licence,  and  I gave  evidence  on  their  behalf.  The  case  was  proved 
and  the  unauthorised  use  has  been  discontinued. 

The  Planning  Authority  included  zones  for  holiday  camps  in 
their  County  Development  Plan  which  was  the  subject  of  an  Inquiry'. 
This  was  held  at  the  Shire  Hall,  Ruthin,  in  1959.  Subsequent  to 
this  hearing,  the  Minister  made  an  amendment  to  the  zone,  so  as  to 
include  an  area  of  land  east  of  San  Remo  Avenue,  Towyn.  On  the 
19th  July  last,  I attended  an  Inquiry  held  in  the  Council  Chamber 
in  order  to  give  nearby  residents  an  opportunity  to  object  to  this 
amendment.  I have  now  been  informed  that  this  amendment  has 
been  confirmed  and  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  ultimately  caravan  or 
chalet  development  will  take  place  on  this  land. 

The  Chief  Officer  of  the  Denbighshire  and  Montgomeryshire 
Joint  Fire  Service  has  consented  to  some  of  his  Officers  being  auth- 
orised by  the  Council  to  conduct  inspections  and  advise  on  the  fire- 
fighting' aoplianccs  necessary  at  each  site  to  comply  with  the 
Council’s  Si.e  Standards.  This  work  is  now  in  progress  and  appre- 
ciation should  be  expressed  to  the  Chief  Officer. 
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It  was  not  until  late  September,  1961,  that  site  lay-out  plans 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  “ Caravan 
Sites  (Licence  Applications)  Order  ” began  to  be  received  and  these 
posed  many  problems.  One  such  problem  is  now  awaiting  the 
decision  of  the  Court.  This  relates  to  sites  where  chalets  are  present 
as  well  as  caravans.  Five  site  licences  have  been  issued  in  respect 
of  such  “ mixed  ” sites  and  in  each  case  an  appeal  to  the  local 
court  has  been  lodged. 

A second  point  which  has  caused  much  concern  and  considera- 
tion, due  to  repeated  and  persistent  pressure  made  on  behalf  of  a 
small  number  of  caravan  site  owners,  is  the  reduction  in  caravan 
density  on  sites  where  this  exceeds  twenty-five  per  acre.  After  verv 
careful  and  full  consideration  of  legal  opinions  and  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  the  Council  notified  the  parties  that  it  had  no  power  to 
agree  formally  to  a progressive  reduction  in  density  in  the  case  of 
holiday  caravan  sites,  such  power  being  applicable  only  to  sites 
where  persons  are  resident. 

The  administration  of  the  Act  was  the  subject  of  a discussion 
at  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Association  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  and  I took  part  in  this.  The  conference  appeared  to  be 
very  impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  this  problem  in  Abergele, 
where  we  have  about  eight  thousand  caravans  on  sites  with  a total 
rating  assessment  exceeding  £25,000. 

Apart  from  the  many  difficult  problems  connected  with  estab- 
lished holiday  sites,  I must  refer  to  the  very  great  increase  which 
has  occurred  in  the  number  of  caravans  sited  in  the  gardens  of 
houses  and  bungalows.  Under  certain  circumstances  only,  such  use 
is  exempted  from  licence  control,  the  exempting  phrase  being  “ if 
the  use  is  incidental  to  the  enjoyment  as  such  of  a dwelling  house 
within  the  curtilage  of  which  “the  land  is  situated.”  It  seems 
obvious  that  control  over  this  type  of  use  is  more  than  difficult. 

The  problems  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Caravan 
Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  are  being  seriously 
tackled  and  in  1961  they  made  what  must  be  a record  demand  on 
the  time  of  both  the  Officials  and  the  Councillors. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  very'  high  capital  costs  of  installation,  together  with  the 
maintenance  costs  of  the  Kinmel  Bay  and  Towyn  Sewerage  Scheme, 
impose  a very  heavy  burden  on  the  rates.  The  scheme  has  of  course 
made  possible  the  rapid  and  extensive  development  which  is  now 
taking  place,  particularly  in  the  coastal  part  "of  the  Kinmel  Bay 
ward.  The  rate  of  development  in  this  area  is  such  that  it  may 
soon  be  necessary  to  consider  extensions  of  the  sewers. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  an  early  start  is  to  be  made  on  the 
works  at  Pensarn.  It  is  essential  that  the  extension  of  the  sewer 
from  Belgrano  in  an  easterly  direction  be  proceeded  with  so  as 
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to  serve  the  coastal  strip  already  developed  by  holiday  caravan 
sites.  This  extension  has  been  delayed  pending  the  commencement 
of  the  Pensarn  scheme. 

Proposals  should  also  be  considered  for  providing  sewerage 
facilities  for  that  area  of  “no  man’s  land  ’’  situated  between  the 
eastern  limit  of  the  Belgrano  extension  and  the  western  limit  of  the 
drainage  area  served  by  the  Kinmel  Bay  and  Towyn  Scheme. 

The  urgent  need  for  sewerage  facilities  in  these  two  areas  has 
caused  embarrassment  for  an  unreasonable  length  of  time. 

The  magnitude  of  these  schemes  and  proposals  tends  to  distract 
from  the  consideration  of  schemes  to  serve  other  parts  of  the  urban 
district. 

Improved  facilities  are  required  in  the  Llanddulas  ward,  where 
the  need,  particularly  in  the  holiday  season,  for  public  conveniences 
requires  to  be  met. 

A great  deal  of  progress  has  undoubtedly  been  made  over  the 
past  few  years  with  the  sewering  of  large  areas.  This  work  must  be 
continued  until  all  areas,  where  the  demand  is  obvious  and  where 
alternative  arrangements,  such  as  cesspools,  are  inadequate  to  cope 
with  the  problem,  are  served. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  arrangements  made  jointly  with  the  Aled  and  St.  Asaph 
Rural  District  Councils  whereby  one  full-time  trained  rodent  opera- 
tor is  employed,  continue  to  work  satisfactorily.  All  local  authority 
properties  are  serviced  by  him,  including  the  refuse  tip  and  all  the 
sewers.  In  addition,  treatments  are  carried  out  at  privately-owned 
properties,  business,  residential  and  agricultural,  a small  charge 
being  made  for  this  service. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Generally  speaking  our  area  is  free  from  serious  atmospheric 
pollution.  Local  problems  however  may  call  for  attention  in  the 
future,  particularly  if  some  Ministerial  guide  or  lead  is  given. 

FACTORIES 

The  statutory  form  of  return  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Factories  Act  is  included  in  this  report.  In  six  cases  notifica- 
tion was  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector  regarding  insufficient, 
unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conveniences.  Investigations 
showed  that  in  two  cases  the  use  of  the  premises  was  of  a temporary 
nature  and  reasonable  temporary  arrangements  were  made. 

SHOPS  ACT  ADMINISTRATION 

The  Council  followed  its  usual  practice  and  made  Orders  under 
Section  51  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  to  permit  the  sale  of  certain 
articles  on  eighteen  Sundays  during  the  holiday  season.  Many 
difficulties  are  presented  by  the  administration  of  the  Shops  Act 
under  the  circumstances  which  obtain  in  this  area  during  the  holiday 
season. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  Year  1961  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Abergele  in  the  County  of  Denbigh 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT.  OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 

No  person  was  on  the  Register  of  Outworkers. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  Council’s  Report  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958,  and  the  Slaughterhouse  (Reports) 
Direction,  1959,  was  accepted  by  the  Minister  of  Agricuture,  Fisher- 
ies and  Food.  Subsequently,  the  Minister  made  an  Order  fixing  the 
1st  April,  1962,  as  the  “ Appointed  Day  ” for  the  Abergele  Urban 
Area.  All  the  necessary  works  have  now  been  carried  out  at  the 
Pendref  Slaughterhouse  and  the  licence  has  been  renewed. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  from  eleven  thousand,  four  hundred  and  sixty-four  to 
thirteen  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six.  The  details  re- 
lating to  inspections  and  condemnations  are  found  in  the  table 
which  is  submitted.  The  complete  absence  of  tuberculosis  in  the 
cattle  was  again  a feature  worthy  of  mention  and  a tribute  to  the 
achievements  of  all  concerned  in  the  eradication  of  this  disease.  The 
figures  given  in  the  table  show  the  very  small  percentage  of  animals 
which  are  found  to  be  diseased.  Liver  fluke  is  still  the  commonest 
cause  of  local  disease  in  the  cattle  but  this  condition  is  less  prevalent 
than  it  was  during  the  preceding  two  years. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1960,  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  October  of  that  year,  but  from  the  1st  January, 
1961,  the  County  Council  have  had  the  responsibility  of  issuing 
Dealers’  licences  as  that  body  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  The 
sampling  of  milk  is  normally  carried  out  by  the  licensing  authority, 
and  for  this  reason  and  also  because  of  the  demands  made  on  avail- 
able time  by  other  urgent  duties,  I did  not  take  any  samples  of  milk 
during  the  year.  No  complaints  regarding  milk  supply  were  made 
to  me  during  the  year. 

During  the  holiday  period,  thirty-eight  samples  of  ice  cream 
were  collected  and  submitted  for  examination  for  bacteriological 
cleanliness.  The  following  table  of  the  results  of  these  tests  shows 
the  high  standard  generally  which  the  samples  attained  : 

Grade  1 82  Samples 

Grade  2 4 Samples 

Grade  8 1 Sample 

Grade  4 1 Sample 

Samples  were  taken  frequently  from  the  Glyn  Lws  Water 
Supply.  Twenty-four  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  only  one  of  which  just  failed  to  reach  Class  1 — the 
highest  standard  laid  down  by  the  Ministry.  One  sample  was 
examined  for  the  presence  of  residual  chlorine,  with  negative  result. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Horses 


Number  killed  986 

Number  inspected  986 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  con. 

demned 2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   114 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysti- 
cerci   12% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcase  con- 
demned   Nil 

Carcases  of  which  soine 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  Nil 

Cysticerosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 


demned   4 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion   Nil 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  Nil 


34 

204 

11261 

1341 

Nil 

34 

204 

11261 

1341 

Nil 

1 6 9 4 — 

10  1 3 12  — 

32%  3%  0.1%  1.2%  — 

Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil  — 

Nil  Nil  Nil  13  — 

Nil  Nil  Nil  1%  — 

Nil  — — — — 

Nil  — — — — 

Nil  — — — 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR 


BEEF  : 

(a)  Complete  Carcases  : 

2 Oxen — Non-Tubercular  Diseases  1300  lbs. 

1 Cow — Non-Tubercular  Disease 520  lbs. 

(b)  Part  Carcase  and  Organs  : 

114  Oxen — Non-Tubercular  Diseases  1556  lbs. 

10  Cows — Non-Tubercular  Diseases 120  lbs. 

PORK  : 

(a)  Complete  Carcases  : 

4 — Non-Tubercular  Diseases 280  lbs. 

(b)  Part  Carcase  and  Organs  : 

11  parts — Localised  Tuberculosis 37  lbs. 

14  parts — Other  Diseases 168  lbs. 

VEAL  : 

6 Complete  Calf  Carcases 256  lbs. 

1 Part  Carcase  20  lbs. 

(All  Non-Tubercular  Diseases) 

MUTTON  AND  LAMB  : 

9 Complete  Sheep  Carcases  260  lbs. 

3 Part  Carcases  and  Organs 22  lbs. 

(All  Non-Tubercular  Diseases) 

Total  Weights  Condemned 2 tons,  0 cwts.,  2 qrs.,  3 lbs. 

OTHER  FOOD  CONDEMNED 

Canned  Fish  5 lbs. 

Canned  Fruit  640  lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables  736  lbs. 

Canned  Milk 281  lbs. 

Canned  Meat  190  lbs. 

Canned  Soup 165  lbs. 

Canned  Ham 20  lbs. 

Bacon 55  lbs. 

Sprouts 252  lbs. 

Jam 8 lbs. 

Total  Weight  Condemned 1 ton.,  1 cwt. 
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REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE 

The  present  time  is  considered  to  be  an  age  of  mechanisation 
and  automation  and  yet  a number  of  public  services  rendered  by 
the  Local  Authorities  do  not  easily  lend  themselves  to  this  trend. 
The  refuse  collection  service  is  outstanding  in  this  respect,  as  under 
most  circumstances  it  is  still  necessary  for  a workman  to  carry  the 
full  bin  to  the  collection  lorry,  empty  it  and  return  it  to  its  normal 
position  at  the  property.  This  is  a manual  task  which  is  tedious 
and  dirty  and  has  to  be  carried  out  in  all  weathers. 

In  order  to  assist  in  easing  this  manual  task  of  collection  and 
at  the  same  time  achieve  a more  hygienic  method  of  collection,  I 
recommended  that  a ‘ ‘ compression  ’ ’ rear-loading  vehicle  be 
obtained.  Because  of  its  larger  capacity,  the  use  of  such  a vehicle 
would  also  reduce  the  number  of  journeys  from  the  collection  round 
to  the  disposal  point,  and  thus  promote  a more  economic  service. 
A working  demonstration  of  a Dennis  Paxit  ” vehicle  of  the  type 
referred  to  was  carried  out  in  our  area  in  January,  1961,  and  a 
vehicle  of  18/22  cubic  yard  capacity  was  ordered.  Unfortunately, 
delivery  was  not  made  until  the  22nd  August,  1961,  however  the 
use  of  this  vehicle  was  so  obviousy  beneficial  that  the  Council 
quickly  decided  to  order  a second. 

Considerable  residential  development  is  continuing  in  several 
parts  of  the  urban  area,  imposing  an  ever-increasing  burden  on  the 
refuse  collection  service.  The  demands  made  during  the  holiday 
season,  due  to  the  temporary  increase  in  population  from  about 
eight  thousand  to  about  forty-eight  thousand,  add  greatly  to  the 
difficulty  of  maintaining  a regular  and  satisfactory  collection  service. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  a service  which  is  of  little  direct  con- 
cern to  the  public  generally.  It  can  be  carried  out  efficiently  and 
without  nuisance  only  if  the  necessary  facilities  exist.  These  facili- 
ties consist  of  a suitable  site,  adequate  covering  material,  and  a 
machine  specifically  designed  for  the  task.  Covering  material  is 
almost  invariably  a difficult  matter  for  Local  Authorities,  and  we 
are  no  exception  in  that  respect.  The  machine  now  in  use  is  suit- 
able for  the  work  it  has  to  perform.  The  disposal  site,  at  Beach 
House,  Llanddulas,  lacks  almost  every  essential  feature  necessary 
for  efficient  disposal. 

A fire  which  occurred  at  the  tip  in  May  caused  a serious  setback. 
A notice  was  published  in  the  local  Press  requesting  co-operation, 
and  at  the  same  time  warning  unauthorised  persons  against 
interfering  with  the  refuse  tip. 

The  Council  sought  permission  from  the  Planning  Authority  to 
use  land  adjoining  Clwyd  Bank,  Kinmel  Bay,  as  a Controlled  Refuse 
Tip.  Permission  was  given,  but  an  entirely  impracticable  and 
un-workable  condition  as  to  the  method  of  disposal  was  imposed 
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by  the  Planning  Authority.  An  appeal  was  therefore  lodged  against 
this  condition  and  on  the  9th  August  an  Inquiry  was  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber  regarding  this  appeal. 

The  Council’s  appeal  was  dismissed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government,  and  in  the  conclusions  of  the  two  Inspectors 
it  was  noted  that  the  Planning  Authority’s  suggested  innovations, 
which  were  not  supported  by  technical  evidence,  contained  little 
merit.  In  my  opinion,  it  was  the  local  opposition,  due  to  the  very 
rapid  and  very  recent  development  in  the  nearby  areas,  which  was 
the  main  factor  in  the  decision  to  dismiss  the  appeal. 

It  is  usual  to  give  the  salvage  income  for  the  financial  year 
when  making  this  report.  The  figures  given  below  are  for  the  nine 
months,  April  to  December,  1961.  On  account  of  the  reorganisation 
introduced  by  the  Council,  responsibility  for  the  Refuse  Collection 
Service  ceased  to  be  mine  on  the  31st  December,  1961. 

The  gross  income  from  salvage  during  the  nine  months 
amounted  to  £745/0/9,  made  up  as  follows  : 


Type 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

£ 

s 

d 

Paper 

and  Fibreboard 

...  83  0 1 

723 

8 

4 

.Metals 

and  Rags  

...  4 5 1 

21 

12 

5 

Totals  

...  87  5 2 

...  £745 

0 

9 

J.  H.  WILLIAMS  (PRINTERS)  LTD  . ABERGELE 


